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Our Annual Rally

Every year the LAA holds its 
International Air Rally and 
Exhibition at Sywell Aerodrome 

in Northamptonshire. The event 
is a three-day celebration of 

recreational aviation – an event 
where members, fellow pilots 
and enthusiasts meet old friends, 

make new ones and generally have 
a good time. This year it will take 

place from August 31 to 2 September.
  There’s a slightly more serious side of 

course. As an Association we want to show the 
world of recreational aviation what we have to 
offer; and the trade exhibition and massed ranks 
of parked aircraft present the perfect chance for 
people to come and see the opportunities that 
the LAA offers for affordable, fun fl ying. Unlike 
many events of this size, it’s possible to mingle 
with the aircraft and pilots in the aircraft park, 
giving you a real opportunity to learn about 
the many types that are available on a Permit 
to Fly. Aircraft owners are a friendly bunch 
and are only too happy to discuss the merits 
of their particular aircraft with you. If you are 
an LAA member, access to the airside park 
comes as part of your £5-for-three-days Rally 
entrance fee. For non-members, entry to the 
Rally is £10 for the three days, but airside 
access is a further £10 per day. You can of 
course join at the Rally and receive the free 
airside member benefi t.

The Homebuilders Centre is another 
ideal introduction to what can be 
achieved with the LAA. This exhibit 
brings together many aspects of the 
Association’s build and maintenance 
activities, with tutors explaining how 
to work in wood and metal, or how to 
wire your avionics, as well as examples 

of part-complete aircraft projects so that 
you can see what lies beneath the skin. Members 
from the LAA Engineering team and LAA 
inspectors are on hand to answer your technical 

queries, so if you are new to 
LAA aircraft, you will be able to get all those 
niggling questions answered in one go!

Also in the Centre is the LAA Flea Market, a 
treasure trove of second-hand aircraft parts. 
People bring along whatever they no longer 
have a use for and for a small fee can sell it on; 
all manner of things turn up, after all, one man’s 
junk is another man’s treasure!

This year there will be a further three 
marquees packed with exhibitors, plus outside 
stands, all representing the trades that support 
UK recreational aviation – kit and avionics 
suppliers, pilot supplies, books and charts – 
there’s always plenty to see and buy.

Those people that fl y in – and it’s not unusual 
to get over 1,000 aircraft arrivals – are able to 
camp beside their aircraft, but there is also a 
separate campsite for arrivals by road, complete 
with hot showers and regularly-serviced WCs.

There’s plenty of food and drink on site 
too, from the Aviator restaurant in the Motel, 
to the Pilot’s Mess café, catering vans in the 
exhibition area, and catering in the ‘Hangar 1’ 
entertainment facility each evening. Friday 
evening is a relatively quiet drink and chat 
opportunity, but on Saturday there will be a 
Beer Festival, and we will also be rounding 
off the Association’s 65th anniversary with a 
rousing sing-along evening of humour and 
entertainment from the Bavarian Stompers 
‘oompah’ band.

The LAA Rally is always a fun event, so 
mark the date, Friday 31 August to Sunday 2 
September. Come for the entire weekend or just 
for a day, but do yourself a favour, and come! ‹
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